
tockport Academy 

was transported 

back to 1960s America as 

students hit all the right 

notes in their production of 

’Hairspray’.  

The hit musical, which 

features songs such as ‘You 

Can’t Stop The Beat’, 

‘Without Love’ and ‘Good 

Morning Baltimore’, tackles 

issues such as racial 

integration and bullying. 

The story follows teenager 

Tracy Turnblad, who wins a 

place as a dancer on a 

television show and then 

attempts to use her new-

found influence to change 

the racial attitudes of a 

nation. 

Students from four local 

primary schools – Oak Tree 

Primary, St George’s 

Primary, Adswood Primary 

and Alexandra Park Primary 

– attended a special 

matinee and gave the 

performance rave reviews. 

Our Twitter feed was full of 

praise for students at the 

end of each night, with one 

parent describing it as “the 

best school production I’ve 

ever seen. Everything about 

it is so professional.” 

The academy is known for 

its ambitious stage 

productions, with this 

year’s show following in the 

A Standing Ovation! 

 

Principal’s 

Address 

2 

Gaming Club 

on Newsround 

3 

Olympic 

Hockey 

Masterclass 

4 

Jodrell Bank 

Trip 

5 

World Book 

Day 

7 

Photo 

Competition 

9 

Young Carers 

Day 

10 

N E W S L E T T E R   
A P R I L  2 0 1 7  I S S U E  3 4  

 Visited by an 

Olympic 

Hero 

 Making the 

news for 

BBC School 

Report 

 Biggest ever 

Year 7 

cohort on 

the way 

 

S 

www.stockport-academy.org | Twitter : @sptacademy | Instagram: @StockportAcademy 

footsteps of previous 

productions including ‘Annie’, 

‘Wizard of Oz’ and ‘Little Shop 

of Horrors’. 

Head of Performing Arts Mrs 

Campbell said: “The whole 

academy has been looking 

forward to this year’s 

production. The hard work of 

all those students and staff 

involved has clearly paid off, 

with a fantastic show. 

“We’ve unearthed some 
extremely talented performers 
this year and plans are already 
underway for next year’s 
production.” 
 
Turn to page 6 for more 
photos of our fabulous show! 
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
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“I feel privileged 

to be the 

Executive 

Principal of such 

a forward–

thinking, 

ambitious and 

exciting school.  I 

look forward to 

working with you 

all in 2017; the 

possibilities are 

endless!” 

Mr Frank McCarron, 

Executive Principal 

 

Setting The Standard 
In January, we had the honour of being the 

very first school to be visited by Ofsted’s 

new Chief Inspector, Amanda Spielman. 

Mrs Spielman, who has been in the role 

since the start of 2017, spent the morning 

touring the academy and meeting 

students, accompanied by Ofsted Regional 

Director for the North West, Andrew Cook, 

and Senior Operational Lead, Vincent 

Ashworth. 

The visit was quite a coup for the academy, 

having hosted Mrs Spielman’s predecessor 

Sir Michael Wilshaw last Summer. 

Mr McCarron said: “It has been a privilege 

to welcome Mrs Spielman, Mr Cook and 

Principal’s Message 

Mr Ashworth to the academy. 

“I think the visit speaks volumes about 

the quality of education on offer here 

and just how far we have come in 

recent years on our journey to provide 

an excellent education.” 

We can’t believe that 
another term is already 
coming to a close! Yet 
again, it has been another 
phenomenal term.  Every 
time a newsletter is 
published, the whole staff 
and I are bursting with 
pride.  We are proud of 
the whole range of 
activities that our staff 
provide for our students, 
in addition to the excellent 
quality learning 
experiences inside the 
classroom every day.  We 
are proud of our students 
who are always willing to 
embrace opportunity and 
share their talents with 
others inside and outside 
the school 
community.  This 
newsletter is full of such 
examples, yet is only a 
snapshot of all of the 
activities that happen in 
the academy on a day to 

day basis. We have visited 
our business partners, Lex 
Autolease, with Year 9 to 
consider their future 
careers; had our very own 
Performance Awards with 
Olympic medallist Jason 
Gardner, held our own 
academy Spelling Bee and 
had great success in 
sport.    For further 
examples please check out 
our twitter feed 
(@sptacademy) and our 
website.   

Parents and students in 
Year 6 preparing to join us 
next September will be 
particularly interested in 
the experiences and 
opportunities available at 
Stockport Academy. We 
are delighted that, once 
again, Stockport Academy 
is significantly over 
subscribed. There will be 
over 200 students joining 

us in September, which is 
more than double the 
number we have had in 
previous years.  

This demonstrates that the 
academy is going from 
strength to strength in 
every area and I would like 
to take this opportunity to 
thank all of our students, 
governors, parents and 
members of the local 
community for your 
contribution towards this.  

Next term brings further 
exciting times. We will be 
celebrating our annual 
Prizegiving and our Prom, 
say goodbye to our 
committed Year 11 and 
our Sixth Form students, 
while welcoming our new 
Year 7s, with many other 
activities planned.  We 
look forward to seeing you 
all at these events.  
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Playing Their Way Onto Newsround 

I S S U E  3 4  

Members of our Gaming Club 
were invited to review the 
brand new Nintendo Switch 
games console on national 
television in March. 
 
Five students were invited to 
Media City to take part in 
filming for CBBC’s Newsround, 
after researchers found out 
about our enrichment club and 

contacted the 
academy to see if 
we would be 
interested in 
taking part. 
 
The group spent 
several hours 
trying out the new 
device before 
comparing it with 
rival games 

consoles. A film crew then asked 
them questions about their 
thoughts on the machine, 
whether they would consider 
buying their own and how it 
could be improved. 
 
Science Teacher Mr MacInnes, 
who runs Gaming Club, said: 
“This was a superb opportunity 
for our students, which they 

took with both hands. 
 
They were a credit to themselves 
and the academy .” 
 
Year 8 student Harry Cox was one 
of those to attend. He said: “The 
visit to the studio was so cool and 
everything I dreamed it would be. 
We really enjoyed it and it was 
great to try out a brand new 
console.” 

 

the legal sector, they played out a 
scenario involving a defendant 
who had been arrested on drugs 
charges. Students wore full legal 
costume and were given a basic 
script, showing them how the trial 
would play out. 

Public Speaking Club leader Ms 

Laying Down The Law 
Our Public Speaking Club 
students learned first-hand 
about how the law and justice 
system works during a visit to 
Manchester Crown Court. 
 
The group took part in a 
courtroom workshop that 
involved them roleplaying a case, 
as part of a session 
delivered by the 
National Centre for 
Citizenship and the 
Law (NCCL). 

After hearing about 
how the court 
operates and what it 
takes to get a job in 

Honey said: “This was a really 
unique and engaging activity for 
our students to get involved in, 
allowing them to gain a greater 
understanding of the law and 
justice system. It was a great 
opportunity to practice their 
public speaking and debating 
skills, so thank you to NCCL for 

inviting us to take part.” 

Year 8 student Oscar 
Scully said: “I played the 
role of the judge and it 
was really interesting to 
see how a courtroom 
worked. We all now know 
what it takes to begin a 
career in law.” 
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Going For Gold With Olympic Champion 

A lucky group of female 
Stockport Academy students 
had the opportunity to 
brush up on their hockey 
skills with Olympic gold 
medal winner Alex Danson 
in March. 

Alex, who was a member of 
the Team GB women’s 
hockey team that won gold 
in Rio in 2016 and bronze at 
London 2012, spent two 
hours coaching girls in Years 
7, 8 and 9. 

After working on their stick 
skills, the group spent some 
time practising their shots, 
before finishing off the 
morning with a game. Alex 
then led an assembly with 
the academy’s Year 7 
cohort, inspiring students 
with tales of her 
experiences and what it 
takes to achieve your goals. 

It was Alex's second visit 
to the academy in as 
many years, having 
previously spent time 
with students alongside 
fellow Olympian Chemmy 
Alcott as part of our X-
Elle Day in 2015. 

Mr McCarron said: “We 
can’t thank Alex enough 
for visiting the academy 
to deliver this once in a 
lifetime opportunity to 
our students, who I know 
have been really inspired 
to get more involved in 
the sport as a result. 
Perhaps in years to come 
they could be coming 
back to the academy 
themselves as Olympic 
medal winners!” 

Alex said: “We had an 
excellent session and the 
students have all had a 

“They are a 

wonderful 

group of 

people and 

have got 

fantastic 

personalities. 

Attributes such 

as resilience 

and an 

eagerness to 

work hard are 

so important in 

any walk of life 

and were 

certainly on 

display on the 

hockey field 

here at 

Stockport 

Academy.” 

-Alex Danson 

go at absolutely 
everything. They are a 
wonderful group of 
people and have got 
fantastic personalities. 
Attributes such as 
resilience and an 
eagerness to work hard 
are so important in any 
walk of life and were 
certainly on display on 
the hockey field here at 
Stockport Academy.” 
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Talking Politics 

 

Science Trip Is Out Of This World 

We welcomed Shadow Secretary 

of State for Education Angela 

Rayner though our doors in 

January. 

Our Student Council met with 

the politician to hear about how 

she became an MP and ask her 

questions. 

Grilling her on everything from 

Progress 8 to who were her 

inspirations when she was 

younger, the council then 

explained some of the work 

they’ve been doing. 

Angela then went on a 

tour around the academy 

with Mr McCarron. 

She said: “The Student 

Council are a really clever, 

engaged and confident 

bunch. Hopefully they 

came away from our 

meeting thinking ‘you know 

what, I can do whatever I want 

to do’.” 

Year 8 students spent a 
day learning about 
physics and life in space 
as part of a trip to the 
Jodrell Bank Discovery 
Centre. 

The group visited the 
world-famous 
observatory to take part 
in a workshop that 
covered a range of topics 
within the subject, 
including a number of 
hands-on experiments. 

From learning about 
gravity to exploring the 
site’s impressive ‘Planet 
Pavilion’, students also 
tried their hands at 
making hovercrafts using 
just a balloon, CD, blue 
tac and a bottle lid – with 
some interesting results! 

Another highlight was 
finding out how difficult it 
can be working in space 
on the International 

Space Station, with 
students challenged to 
use a screwdriver in zero
-gravity conditions. 

Science Teacher Mr 

Normand said: “Jodrell 
Bank is such an 
inspirational venue for 
the study of Science 

and we were really able 
to bring the subject to 
life through the 
excellent activities that 
were on during the day. 

“I’m really proud of 
every student who 
attended – they were 
engaged and showed a 
real interest with their 
questions. Their 
behaviour and attitude 
was exemplary and they 
were a credit to 
Stockport Academy.” 
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You Can’t Stop The Beat! 
If you didn’t manage to get tickets for our production of Hairspray at the start of 

March, check out what you’ve missed! Our next production will be ‘High School 

Musical’, with auditions getting underway in the Summer term! 
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Judging A Book By Its Costume 

Roving Reporters 
Stockport Academy took part 

in BBC School Report Day for 

the second year running, with 

a team of dedicated student 

reporters coming together 

to produce a short news 

bulletin on what’s been 

happening around the 

academy. 

From a preview of an 

upcoming chess tournament 

to a roundup of the latest 

school sports results, the 

report was shown to the rest 

of the academy as part of our 

termly Literacy Is For Everyone 

(LIFE) Day in March. 

The six-minute video can be 

found on our website at  

www.stockport-academy.org/

students/BBC-School-Report. 

BBC Journalist James 

Coatsworth commented on 

the report, describing it as 

‘fantastic work all round’. 

Students and staff celebrated 

World Book Day once again - 

with characters from many 

literary favourites brought to life 

through imaginative costumes. 

Everyone was invited to enter a 
fancy dress competition, with a 
Kindle on offer for the best-
dressed. This title was awarded 
to Nimrah Ilyas in the student 
category for her excellent 
Maleficent costume, while Ms 
Brown was awarded best-
dressed member of staff, 
dressing up as Oliver. 

Elsewhere, in the library, Mr 
Clarke organised a golden ticket 
competition, with students given 
one minute to find golden tickets 
hidden in books to win a prize. 
There were also literature-based 
puzzles and book vouchers given 
out to students, so they can buy 
selected titles for just £1. 

Mr McCarron said: “The 

atmosphere around the 

Academy  on World Book Day is 

always great and this year was 

no exception. So many people 

made fantastic efforts with their 

costumes and we all had great 

fun celebrating the world of 

literature.” 
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“We had such a 

great day 

learning about 

different 

cultures and 

languages and 

the students left 

the university 

full of 

enthusiasm.” 

-Ms Hindley 

 

 

Our annual Year 9 visits to 

Lex Autolease took place 

in March. 

The cohort made the short 

trip to Heathside Park 

over three Fridays, 

spending time with staff 

and hearing about how 

the company works, the 

different roles within the 

business and what it is 

that makes someone 

employable. 

Students were set a series 

of questions on the day, 

including information on 

the company itself and 

why potential employees 

may choose to work there. 

Assistant Principal Mrs 

Sorby said: “We would like 

to thank Lex Autolease 

once again for welcoming 

our students and giving 

them a valuable insight 

into the world of work.”  

A Taste For Language 
A group of our Year 9s 

were invited to 

Manchester University for 

the day to learn about the 

importance of learning a 

foreign language. 

The day began with a 

lecture on the advantages 

of taking a language GCSE 

as an option. Later, 

students were given tasks 

that were a little more 

hands-on, including 

learning how to belly 

dance and step-by-step 

scarf dancing. 

Of course, students were 

lucky enough to pick up 

some essential language 

skills as well. They spent a 

session focusing on Italian 

greetings and 

pronunciations. 

Moving even further 

afield, the group had their 

first Mandarin Chinese 

lesson, where they 

learned how to introduce 

themselves and count to 

ten. 

Year 9 students Rachel 

and Sofia wrote a  review 

of the day (which can be 

found on the news pages 

of our website), rating the 

trip five out of five! 

“We definitely enjoyed 

the day and hope we get 

the chance to go on more 

trips like this!” they said. 

Head of MFL Ms Hindley 

said: “We had such a 

great day learning about 

different cultures and 

languages and the 

students left the 

university full of 

enthusiasm for the 

subject. Thank you very 

much to Manchester 

University for inviting us.” 

Steering Students Onto The Career Ladder 
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From primary school sports tournaments to the matinee performance of ’Hairspray’, there 

have been plenty of occasions when we’ve welcomed younger members of the 

community into the academy this term. If you spot yourself (or your child) on any of the 

photos below, please email chris.prince@stockport-academy.org to win a prize. 

Photo Competition - Spring Term 

We are delighted to have been 

able to offer 203 places to our 

new Year 7s, who will be 

starting with us in September—

making next year’s group our 

largest ever. 

The academy enjoyed its busiest 

ever Open Evening at the start 

of the school year, and with a 

number of families now also on 

our waiting list, you can expect 

our next Open Evening (to be 

held on Wednesday 20th 

September  2017) to be just 

as popular! 

As part of the transition 

process to the academy we 

will be holding an induction 

day later in the year. 

Families will be sent details 

and other information over 

the coming weeks and 

months. 

Mr McCarron said: “It is such an 

exciting time to be at Stockport 

Academy and we can’t wait to  

welcome our newest cohort in 

September.” 

Happy faces at Open Evening 2016 
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Our Charity Group was 

invited to St Matthews’ 

Church in February 

for a spot of 

afternoon tea with 

the Socially Yours 

group. 

The charity 

organised the event 

to say ‘thank you’ to the 

students for all their 

hard work in supporting 

their members 

throughout the year. 

In the last 12 months, 

students have hosted 

parties, run bingo 

sessions and welcomed 

Socially Yours to in-

school events, including 

the recent production of 

‘Hairspray’. 

Socially Yours was set up 

to support members of 

the community who may 

otherwise have little 

contact with other 

people, keeping them 

company and giving 

them the confidence to 

make new friends. 

After enjoying drinks, 

sandwiches and cakes, 

our hosts ran a music 

quiz before opening a 

fun photo booth for 

everyone to get 

some snaps 

before heading 

back to school.  

Charity Group 

leader Mrs 

McCann said: “We had 

such a great afternoon 

with Socially Yours and it 

was a really rewarding 

experience for our 

students to see the 

difference they are 

making to less fortunate 

members of the 

community. 

“Thank you so much to 

Socially Yours for inviting 

us and we can’t wait to 

welcome you back to the 

academy in the near 

future.” 

Putting The ‘Tea’ Into Charity 

 

 

 

Our Young Carers spent this 

year’s Young Carers 

Awareness Day meeting 

students with a similar 

background from another 

school. 

The group welcomed peers 

from St Damian’s RC Science 

College to celebrate the day 

with them, taking part in a 

number of ‘getting to know 

you’ activities, before 

sharing experiences of what 

it’s like being a Young Carer. 

After ordering pizza for 

lunch, the two schools 

continued their fun with a 

game of ‘Guess Who?’ and 

posing for a 

commemorative group 

photograph. 

In the evening, our Young 

Carers returned with 

their families for a special 

film night in the main hall, 

where they tucked into 

popcorn and sweets while 

watching the BFG. 

Stockport Academy was the 

first school in the country to 

be awarded the Young 

Carers in School Gold 

Award. 

Making New Friends On Young Carers Day 



P A G E  1 1  I S S U E  3 4  

 

A Term In Tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 



What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

         Summer Term 2017 

16th  May:  Start of GCSE/GCE Exams 

20th-24th June: MFL Trip to France 

23rd June:  SMSC Day 

29th June:  End of GCSE/GCE Exams 

6th July:  Prizegiving at Stockport Plaza 

17th July:  Performing Arts Summer Show 

19th July:  Sports Day 

 

Follow us on Twitter @sptacademy and visit  

www.stockport-academy.org to keep up to date. 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours during term time. 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 9 
linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Year 8 
sam.penny@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4252 
Years, 10, 11 and IAG 
daniel.cheetham@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4293 
Year 13 including UCAS applications 
kate.appleby@stockport-academy.org  0161 362 4244 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

English@stockport-academy.org 
Maths@stockport-academy.org 
Science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes geography, history, RE) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes business studies, computing and ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes drama, dance, art) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email:  enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Diary Dates And Contact Details 
Term dates for Summer 2017 

Tuesday 18th April to Friday 26th May 

 

Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 

(Half Term—29th May is bank holiday) 

 

Monday 5th June to Thursday 20th July 

(Early closure on the last day of term) 

 

 

Keep up to date with dates and times  by  checking  our  

website on www.stockport-academy.org 


